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Artist Statement:
My photographic experience began in a world where the purpose of a photograph, to sell, inform, enrich, 
would place the images neatly into a consumption category. My formal art education and my work in
photojournalism taught me where these separations existed.

Educationally I was steeped in a tradition that follows a trajectory that runs through Eugene Atget, Walker
Evans, Henri Cartier Bresson, Helen Levitt, Robert Frank and through to Garry Winogrand, Lee 
Friedlander, Diane Arbus and William Eggleston. It’s a familiar journey that was set, and primarily 
dictated, by the former Museum of Modern Art, Director of Photography John Szarkowski. Working for 
Lee Friedlander for ten years only added to this immersion.

Journalism, which has been a primary source of my income, has it’s own rules to protect the authenticity 
of the image and it’s didactic purpose, and indeed has it’s own codified aesthetic. The temporal nature of 
these images helped set the stage for my thinking as the digital age roared to the forefront.

Social media feeds are packed with images that flow without much heed to purpose, they are fleeting 
experiences, tied to the present. There is no high or low, they are images that just exist, and then for all 
intensive purposes, do not. No one ever goes back through your own, or someone else’s, feed to 
experience again what was shared. The Szarkowski paradigm of a carefully considered reading of a 
metaphorical image is slipping into the  idea of the purely experiential consumption of photography.

My working method is still steeped in the tradition of the photographer out in the world. But it has slid 
precipitously as the digital realm has invaded our daily worlds into an exploration of what is a photograph
and its place in our world. I can’t decide which adjective, ephemeral or ethereal, is best to describe our 
image existence. Probably both. For me it begins with the simplest of questions. What gets to be a 
photograph? From there we can begin to question where and how are we able to use it.

Artist Talk: 
TRADITIONALLY SPEAKING / CURRENTLY SEEING
The intersection of my working method now with how images were/are made and consumed. Examples of
early/current influences along with my images from recent projects.

Workshop:
HERE ONLY NOW
The ephemeral and ethereal are explored using the smartphone’s ability to record moving and still images 
and sound. Either or all mediums can be used, but the piece has to have a short life, existing for a short 
period. Any platform can be used, but a digital platform is preferred. (Instagram, Snapchat, website etc.)  
This workshop could be as part of a classroom visit and critique, or as a separate event.
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